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HON KEN TRAVERS — COMMENTS ON SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE 
Statement 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [7.59 pm]: I always find it ironic 
when Hon Ken Travers describes other people as arrogant. Of all the people I know who are arrogant, he has to 
be the most arrogant.  
Hon Ken Travers: Do you not have mirrors at home? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: Of course I do. 

Hon Ken Travers: Then you see someone far more arrogant than me every morning, Mr Moore—every 
morning. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Ken Travers had his opportunity to make a statement and now it is someone 
else’s. 
Hon NORMAN MOORE: I want to respond to the comments Hon Ken Travers made about the sittings of the 
house. I want to make two points. The reason we did not stop at six o’clock tonight was that we were still in the 
middle of debating two bills. They had not been completed, and I did not know then how long it would take, 
other than I knew that the minister would be responding to the second reading, but I had no idea whether there 
would be a committee stage in advance of that. Secondly, the standing orders require the house to adjourn at six 
o’clock, so it would have required a suspension of standing orders to sit beyond six o’clock. The other reason is 
that I was aware that members’ statements are to be taken when the house is about to adjourn, so I felt it was 
important for members to be able to have that opportunity to make members’ statements. That is the reason why 
we progressed beyond the dinner break. 

In respect of the general issue of the legislative agenda, let me make two points. First, the Legislative Assembly 
had a rush of blood two weeks ago and we received a number of bills, which we are currently working our way 
through. For reasons that I do not intend to canvass right now, last week no bills were passed by the Assembly. 
Some bills of great significance are being debated there, and I do not propose to suggest who may be causing the 
delays, but the bottom line is that there are delays. In this house, we have made extraordinary progress in the last 
two weeks in respect of the number of bills we have dealt with—at a pace that I find quite astounding really, 
bearing in mind that this is a house of review and that sometimes some legislation can be expected to take a very 
long time. In fact, today we have just passed two water services bills—legislation with more than 200 clauses—
and the opposition spokesperson spoke on one clause. One would have expected, with a bill of that magnitude 
and of that significance, that the opposition might have taken some interest in the committee stage. One of the 
Greens’ members did. But I found it — 
Hon Ken Travers: You don’t even send bills off to the legislation committee, Mr Moore. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: Just you listen for a change. 

I find it quite unusual that an opposition would allow bills such as those two to go through without debating any 
of the clauses, except one, and that clause that was debated was a clause to which an amendment had been 
moved by the Greens. When I try to manage the house and work out how long it is going to take for a bill to go 
through, to try to get some indication of how much business we need to put on the notice paper, I make certain 
assessments. A bill of that magnitude and of that significance, with that many clauses, is one that I would expect 
would take a very, very long time. Indeed, in the past, bills of that magnitude have taken weeks sometimes to get 
passed. On this occasion it did not take very long. That is fine by me. I am here to make sure the government 
gets its legislative program through. If the opposition does not want to debate the clauses, that is its choice, but it 
does speed up the processes of the house and create some issues for me in trying to manage when we begin and 
when we finish the night’s sitting. 

I just raise those matters, Mr President. I will seek to manage the house in a way that ensures that we deal with 
the legislative program expeditiously and at the same time do not sit here until late hours when we do not really 
need to.  

House adjourned at 8.03 pm 
__________  
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